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the Future Needs of the 

Southwest









Imperial Valley Farmer, ca. 1900





Imperial Valley, 1906





Black Canyon, Colorado River





Hoover Dam Construction, 1928



Hoover Dam Completed



Apportionments

Deliveries in 1990s

Mexico

Upper Basin States

Lower Basin States
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1. Palo Verde 

2. Yuma Project 

3. (a) Imperial & Coachella  

  (b) Palo Verde

4. Metropolitan 550 TAF

             Total Basic Apportionment   4.4 MAF

5. Metropolitan                                     662 TAF

3.85 MAF





Our Region’s Agricultural, Tribal, and 
International Partnerships

PVID Rotational Fallowing 
Program

Bard Seasonal Fallowing 
Program

Quechan Forbearance ProgramBinational Conservation 
Activities/Programs in Mexico

IID-MWD Conservation 
Program

IID-SDCWA Conservation and 
AAC Lining Transfer/Exchange 



SNWA’s Original Intake

Human Remains Found in Barrel

Ghost Ships Emerge



New Guidelines to Address Climate Change 
Impacts and Reduce Deliveries to Water Users





Who will be at “the table”?



How severe a future to plan for?





How to Fully Involved both 
Upper and Lower Basins?  



How to share the pie:  Use Priority System 
for cuts or Equitable Reductions?  



Protecting California’s Senior Priority

Equitable Sharing of Cuts among all 
California water users

Protecting MWD/SDCWA/CA Investments 
in Agricultural Programs/Partnerships

Providing “full” CRA in Dry Years 

Interstate Augmentation Opportunities

Predictable but Flexible Operations
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